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Be rn ard Gue nee, States a11d Rulers in Later Medieval Europe, tra ns.Ju lie t Vale,
Basil Blac kwell, 19 5.
hi is a welcome ngli sh tra nslati o n of Bern a rd Gue nee's importa nt
L'Occident aux XIV" and XV" iecles, first published in Pa ri in 197 1 and
en la rged in 19 1. It i a valuable stud y of th e de velo pment of po li tical
powe r in Europe d uri ng a time referred to as "la te Medieva l" o r "ea rl
Rena is. a nce; · d epe nd ing o n o ne' po int of view. Gue nee, pro fe ·so r of
med ieval histor y a t th e Sorbo nn e, d islikes both labels, prefe rring to think
of the fo uneemh a nd fi ftee nth cent ur ie as a n e nt ity o f its ow n, whi ch was
no lo nge r fe udal but no t yet mode rn , who e characte ri ti we re alread
ev ide nt i n th e seco nd half of th e t hirtee nt h ce ntu ry a nd which pers isted,
in so me ways, in to the fi rst half of the ixtee nth . It was a tim e o f grea t
move me nt a nd cha nge whe n ma ny of the instituti o ns a nd a tti tudes o f la te r
po liti cal li fe were spawned o r grea tl y en la rged, a n age whe n the ru le rs'
power grew at the sa me time de mocrati c in stitutio ns tempo ra r il y fl o urished .
The sco pe o f th e boo k is broad , ranging fro m an exa mina tion o f the
concepts of "sovereignty," ''kingship,"" ta le," "e mpire," "West," a nd "Europe":
thro ugh no tio n of "natio n," "la nguage; "peopl e." "country," and "religion,"
to de ta il ed a nal es o f' cere mony as it pe rtained to political ru le, th e relatio n ·hi p be twee n Ia,o a nd the ru le r, a nd th e pu r poses of the ·ta te. he
a utho r's exa mina tio n o f the e xte nt a nd limits of roya l po we r is pa rti cu la rly
fo used a nd insigh tfu l as is hi d isc uss io n of the re o urces o f the state a nd
its adm ini stra tive burea ucracy. ln m y opin ion , Pro fessor Gu e nee's most
illum ina ti ng cha pte r is th e o ne o n j usti ce a nd lin a nce, wh ile h i · wea kest i
a ra the r u pe rlicial gla n e a t wa r a nd diplomacy.
Fin all , in a subdivisio n he all s State a nd Soc ie ty, the autho r ta kes a
carefu l loo k at the fo rm atio n o f o rders a nd estates, parl iamentar y as e mbli e ,
a nd t he shifti ng ba la nce be twee n tl1e mo na r hs, th e nobi lity, and the o ther
es ta tes. Here, in dealing with such to pi cs as th e fo rma tio n and integratio n
of es ta te , the na ture of oath a nd contracts, a nd the develo pme nt a nd
decl ine of representa ti ve asse m blie , th e author is a t hi s most origi nal a nd
tho ugh t provo king. Th e volum e e nds with a n all -Loo- bri ef gla n e al la te
med ieva l social unre t a nd revo lt s.
Although it purpo rts to loo k at a ll of Euro pe, this stud y is unde rsta nda bl)• we ighted to wa rd Fra nce and Engla nd. O ccasional ly th e a utho r
give i nte re ting exa mp les or ta tistic fro m astil e o r a talo n ia, or from
Wu rte mbe rg or Wen.i n, but o nly Fra nce a nd Engla nd a re treated
syste maticall y.
tales and Rulers in Later Medieual Europe is a book tha t sho uld be read
a nd reread for its ma n y insight s into the politi cal life of the time. Th e
tra nsla tion i moo th a nd ge ne rall y reli a ble, a ltho ugh a t times a n effo rt
to re p rodu ce the in fo rmali ty of the Fre nch o riginal resu lt in tra nge
phrasi ng. T wo o tl1 e r features of the boo k add co nsiderably to its value: the
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lirst is a thirty-page appe ndix summarizing a number of notab le hi toriographi al debates; the other is an ex tensive bibliography- ome 1.433 titl e ,
covering all aspects o f fourteenth - a nd lifleemh-century political hi ·tory .
De Lamar J en en
Brigham Young nivcrsit

Frank Barlow. 71w11u,s Becket,

nivcr ·ity of Californ ia Pres, 19 6.

Thomas Becket, oue of the most famou men of the Middle gcs, hardly
need an introdu cti o n. Over the ·enwries he has been the subjec t of
vo lum inous literaLU re and numerou controver ie . urprisingl , for
one of the most popular sa in ts in Western hri tendom, th ere are few
biographic . Out of the maelstrom of materia l , Frank Barlow' new work
i · a beautifull wriuen an d emi nent! readable hi tory of the li fe and death
of Thomas Becket. T hi s i a good biograph • and one ever ·LUdcnt of
medieval histor should read. Bario, e1s out 10 explain how and why
ever thing happened (x i), and thi s goa l he achieves admirab ly. He doe n I ,
however, analy-1.e th e personalit)' of Becket in any signili a m, a , and Becket
nev r real!)• comes al ive throughout. the narrative. Previous biographers have
had the ame problem of capwriug the man Be k I.
For examp le, when Barlow discu ·cs Becket' preparation for exi le, he
states that "Becke t, by dramatizing situa ti ons, by fore eing the worst and
making provision for it, helped it to come about" (97). Thi tatement
implies a characteristi c of Becket's personalit y, but Barlow !;i ii to elaborate.
How did Becket/eel abo ut ex il e? ccordin g to Bario,~, he hoped that Henry
would cha nge hi s mind ( 127). Wh at docs this me, n? Wa Becke t a pas ive
figure in thi eve11 1? Whi le Barlow does a superb job in the narration of
events and happen in gs, he mere! hint · at Becket' hidden dept.h and th en
moves on LO the next event. In thi s ense, the book lacks direction because
it i not clear what motivates Be ket to hi a Lion .
Barlow bases hi s re card, o n the fifteen or ·o primar ourccs wriuen
b Thoma 's co m emporaries in 1.he immediate ear a fter th e marty rd om
(4- ). T he re are twelve chapters eparated chronologica ll y. T he first three
sections examine Thornas's early life, an d the remaining nin deta il
hi l nurc as archbi hop until his death al age fift y. The note ar cop ious
and illustrations ample. Cha rts help to clarif the relation hip between
early biographers (5), the genealogy of Thomas ( 14), and the ce ne of
the martyrdom (s how n insi de front cover). Parti ularly us ful to reader
are the general bibliogra phi es which co nvenieml precede the notes of each
chapter.

